Are Your Lights On? (Matthew 5:11-16)

When we ask the question, “Are your lights on?”, several things come to mind. We live
in a world of chaotic darkness and hopelessness. People are searching for answers,
unfortunately in some cases, in the wrong place. Some feel abandoned, confused,
unloved and left alone. We, the body of Christ, have a tremendous responsibility and
opportunity to bring life and hope to a lost and dying world.

PRINCIPALS:

1. Our lights should always be .
Ephesians 5:8 - for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk
as children of light (ESV)

2Corinthians 4:6 - For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

2. Our lights should be a
1 John 5:10 - Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in h/mself Whoever

does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony
that God has borne concerning his Son. (ESV)

Psalms 27:1 - The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear? The LORD is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid? (ESV)

3. Our light should God’s Mercy.
Matthew 5:7 - “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. (ESV)

4. Our Light must be a Bearer.
Hebrews 13:15 - Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God,
that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. (ESV)

Matthew 7:20 - Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. (ESV)

5. Our light should produce . To live in the light is to
live by the revealed will of God.
1Peter 1:23 - since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable,

through the living and abiding word of God; (ESV)

1Peter 2:2 - Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow
up into salvation— (ESV)

6. Our light should never go
John 12:32 - And I, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself

John 12:35-36 - So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little while
longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who
walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. > While you have the
light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” (ESV)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS — December 11

Ways to Give: Online at vcctracy.org or txt message at
209-900-8368

Prayer Every Sunday Morning: 9:15-9:45 am
Tracy Community Connections:

Feeding the Hungry: Second Wednesday of every
month.

Travel Size Toiletries — We are collecting these for
distribution to the homeless

Angel Tree — Gifts for children in need. Thank you to all
who picked names from the tree. When you have
purchased your gifts, please wrap them and return them to
the church for pick up no later than December 15th. See
Hope Castro for more details.

Current Community Group Series: James —A Faith That
Works — Part 1 is in progress. This is a 3-week study in
the book of James.

th
Greeter’s Meeting — Today, December 11 after service.
This is for current team members and those interested in
joining the Greeter or Information Booth Ministries. Please
sign up at the Information Booth.

All Church Prayer Meeting — Today at 6pm — 7pm

Christmas Potluck — December 17" from 5 — 8 pm.
Please sign up at the Information Booth.
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